  Unit 7: Advocacy, Review of Strengthening Families Protective Factors Framework & Application Strategies 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
“For a district to be serious about closing the achievement gap, it will also have to be serious about closing the gap between Fortress Schools and Partnership Schools.”  ~Beyond the Bake Sale, Henderson, et al  
During our final two weeks, you are the advocates for children, families and communities! This week we will review the Strengthening Families Protective Factors Framework and examine application strategies including the successful “community and parent cafes”. These activities are designed to deepen your understanding of the course’s fundamental concepts and best practices. In addition, the activities are intended to help you complete your final assignments. In your discussion forums, you will hear and support one another with your advocacy issues and action plans. To borrow from Beyond the Bake Sale, you are each other’s “action team”. 
Throughout this unit, please ponder the question:  "Do you believe “every kid needs a champion”   Be sure to view:  Dr. Rita Pierson’s advocacy presentation for education reform and human connections. 

Objectives:
· Describe family resiliency, protective factors and recovery factors.
· Identify effective strategies for school districts to support family and community engagement.
· Utilize researched data and demonstrate effective advocacy.
· Plan strategies for application of the Strengthening Families Protective Factors Framework.
Activities:
· Complete Readings & Activities
· Participate in two discussion forums
· Head's Up: Final Project due Unit 8 
· Strengthening Families Protective Factors Advocacy & Action Plan 
  
Readings and Activities 
	Presentation:

	 

	Textbook:

	Couchenour & Chrisman
· Chapter 6: Family Stress
Henderson, et al
· Chapter 9: Scaling Up: Why Can't All Schools in a District Create Strong Partnerships with Families?

	Articles & Websites:

	The articles below were provided in prior units.  They are offered again as resources for both your advocacy position paper and your action plan (Unit 8 final project).
· Strengthening Families:  Community Strategies That Work  Maril Olson Beyond the Journal • Young Children on the Web, March 2007"
· In Hartford, A Call For 'Cultural Competence' In Schools"  Vanessa De La Torre, The Hartford Courant, May 09, 2013
Websites:  
· Strengthening Families Community and Parent Cafes

	Videos:
[image: ]Watch Video 
Every kid needs a champion | Rita Pierson 

User: n/a - Added: 5/3/13 

  

	
Click on Photo to Watch
Dalton Sherman Keynote Speech
	[image: ]Watch Video 
Bill Gates: Teachers need real feedback 
Duration: (10:22) 
User: tedtalksdirector - Added: 5/8/13 
YouTube URL: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=81Ub0SMxZQo 

	
Supplemental Resources:

	· National Children’s Advocacy Center
· Zero to Three National Center for Infants, Toddlers and Families: Public Policy


  
U7.1: Every Kid Needs A Champion 
Please view the video of Dr. Rita Pierson’s presentation:  “Every kid needs a champion.”
Answer the following questions: 
· What is the significance of “human connections”?
· Why must teachers implement authentic family and community engagement?
· What messages are you taking away from this video?

  
U7.2 DB Community Strengths, Needs, Resources 
In this course, you have accomplished a tremendous amount including your work as:
· researchers of state conditions and initiatives of Strengthening Families, Help Me Grow, and the Children’s Defense Fund; and
· data collectors and assessors of family engagement at local child care centers and schools. 
For this discussion forum, share with classmates your chosen advocacy issues pertaining to children, families, and/or your community.  As done in prior forums, please support each other with constructive feedback.
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